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| CONVOCATION 
| Anatomized, I, 


#8848 a * *F all Ss Church Comedies 
| 882 Which we have of late 
— 92 2 been Entertain'd with, 
78 £935 I know none ſo com- 
FO 72 pleatly qualified to give 
the whole Kingdom Diverſion as this 
I have before me: Some Jeſts go but 
a little way and exhauſt themſelves 
of all their Mirth; but this, as it is 
perfectly diſpos d to make the People 
Concera'd Compleatly Ridiculous, ſo 
the Jeſt will ſcarce. ever be wera out 
by the Repetition. 
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Nor do l make any Queſtion but the 


Gentlemen themſelves have their ſhare 
of the Laughter, tho* they are the 
Subjects of it; for it is not the worſt 
part of ſome miſtakes in the World, 
that they work the firſt Convictions 
upon the Authors of them, 


That the Biſhop of Bangor's Ser. 
mon would give Offence to the Lower 


Houſe of Convocation no Man could 


doubt; nor could the Biſhop good Gen- 
_ tl:man doubt, but he ſhould incur 


their Diſpleaſure, and this of the 
worſt and warmeſt Kind, becauſe it 
has couch'd them in the tender part, 
viz. that of their Eccleſiaſtick Hran- 
; and therefore it can be no ſurpriſe 
to his Lordſhip, or to any one elle, 
to find the Lower Houſe, how Calm 


ſo ever, in their other Proceedings, 


how Grave /o ever the Fathers, how 
Mild /o ever theic Reſentment of other 


Injuries, arm themſelves with Hear 


and Flame in this Quarrel. 


Put the jeſt does not lye there, for 


| had they Deſended themſelyes as Per- 


ſons Atcack'd, all the World would 
; ED have 
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* have juſtified them, as acting the 


Great firſt Principle of Nature, Se/f- 


Defence, and all Men would have 
'” blam'd the Biſhop for falling upon 
the Reverend Body, he himſelf being 
a Member; But when we find them 
taking up the Cudgels in Nomine 
Domini, and bringing in the whole 
Church of Chriſt into the Quarrel, 
when they pretend to eſpouſe Reli- 


gion in general, and to be anxious for 
the well Ordering and good Govern- 
ment of the Houſe of God, and that 
they Cry out only becauſe the Church 
of Chriſt is diveſted of her Rights 


and other juſt Authority; This is 


ſuch a Jeſt, when the Perſons and 
their former Conduct is conſidered, 
as will extort Smiles from the moſt 
mortified Countenance in the World. 


The Biſhop of Bangor's Serman 


tends to Diſarming the Eccleſiaſticks 


of all their Uſurp'd Authority, ta- 
king from them that pretended Right 
of Oppoſing their Flocks, and Tyran- 


nia ing over the Conſciences of their 
People, which our Bleſſed Saviour 


never gave them any Title to, and, 


B 2 


which 


( 4-) 
which nevertheleſs they have Drawn 
the World into the approbation of; 
I jay, that the Biſhop's Sermon has 


a direct and happy Tendency to 


this, none can contend: But that # 
therefore the whole Church ſhould © 
embark 1n this Quarrel, and taking 
the Alarm, ſhould tell the World, 
the Biſhop has rais'd War againſt her 2 
Conſtitution, and her very Exiſtence; 
this is a meer piece of Prieſt-Cralt, 
and is ſo naked and uncover'd an In. 
trigue, that muſt certainly expoſe 
them to the Satyrical part of Man- 
kin in an uncommon manner. Ter 
e, 


s it not very Inſtruging in it ſelf 
to obſerve, That theſe Reverend Peo- 
ple ſhould ſhew ſuch an Extraordinary 
Concern when the AUTHORITY of 
the Church only ſeem'd to be At- 
tack'd, who had ſo many Ages ut- 
fer'd th? DOCTRINE of the Churh 
to be attack'd and even Trampled 
under Fcot, without any extraordi- 
nary Motion? That they ſhould take 
Fire and raiſe the Alarm at the leaſt * 
Touch in this moſt ſenſible Part, vis. 
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of their Power and Dominion, when 
they have been / Gentle, /o Tame, 
ſo Quiet and Undifturb'd at the open 
Aſſaults that have been made upon 
the very Vitals of the Chriſtian Reli. 
gion? This has ſomewhar. in it to 
make the World rather n 1 
8 chan Serious. 714. L 
121 7 
Haw, — 5 * Genie come 
beſore them of the Growth of A. 
theiſm and Infidelity! ot the Heighth 
to which thele Nations are come in 

all manner of Profaneneſs and Im- 
morality! of the open and avowed 
attacks upon the Divinity of our 
Bleſſed Redeemer! upon the Exiſt: 
ence of the Glorious Trinity! upon 
the Nature and Being of a God, and 
upon other the moſt Eſſential Parts of 
the Chriſtian Faith! How bave they 
been frequently moved in the Cauſe 
of their Lord and Maſter JESUS 
CHRIST, to ſhew their Abhor: 
rence of the Blaſphemous Notions, 
and deteſtable Opinions publiſhed by 
Collins, Afſgtll, Coward, and other He- 
reticks, who have made Religion 
their ſport, and endeavour'd to De. 
bauch 


| = 
bauch the World with their Fe 


thinking, their Deiſm, Atheiſm, and 


profane Notions of Divers 
Kinds? And in all theſe Caſes, how 
Sober have been the Methods ? how 
Maturely, the ſoft Word for ſlowly, 
have they conſidered them? how 
Backward and Dilatory have been 
their Proceedings? And when they 
have at laſt · ripen d up their moſt De. 
liberate Deliberations into ſome form; 


how have they bandied them about 


in their Lower Houſe till they have 
| Toft them ! How have they let Tri- 
fling or Factious Party Diſputes in- 
terrupt and embarras the Grand De- 


bate, till at laſt they have let the 


Cauſe of God drop through their 
Fingers, and wither or fail in their 
Hands, for want of a Zeal ſuited to 
the Occaſion ? or, that in Words pro- 
per to the Caſe, for want of the ſame 
Warmth with which they are now 
animated upon the firſt apprehen- 
fions of an Invaſion of their Hierar- 
chy, or a weakning their 13 
ehen- 


Immunities, and thoſe Appr 
ſions groundleſs too ! As if the Cauſe 
of God was not fo much concern'd 
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in the propagation of true Religion; 
or in the preſerving the Knowledge 
of, and Reverence of the Deity in the 


World, as it was in keeping up the 
Honour, Dignity, and Ju- 
riſdiction of the Clergy: By which 


univerſal Indolence of the Reverend 


Body (the Lower Houſe) in the 


Breat Work of preſerving the Intereſt 


of Religion in the Nation, they have 


diſcover'd ſuch a Temper, as may 


give. us juſt Cauſe to put them in 
mind of that terrible Communation 
Pronounced in Scripture, and which 


we wiſh they may have no ſhare in, 


Fer. 48. 10. Curſed be he that doth 
the Work of the Lord (Negligently ) 
Deceitfulh. = SL. 


That this Diſcourſe may not ſeem 
Sarcaſtick, and above all, that it may 
not ſeem Unjuſt, I ſhall refer 
to the Proceedings of this Venerable 
Body in the Caſe of their Grand Re- 
preſentation to the late Queen in the 
Year 1711. The Work became them 
well, it was worthy their Character, 
not at all below them as a Synodical, 
Convocated , National Meeting of 

| Di» 
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Divines 5 for it was, A Repreſentation 
of the State of Religion to the Sove- 


raign, in order to obtain a- redreſs of 4 


the Ghurches Grievances, and a re- 
formation of the Nation's Vices: 


The Title expreſs?d, that it regarded 
the late Exceſſive Growth of Infideli- 
ty; Hereſy, and Profaneneſs in this 
Nation; and the Convocation had 
made an Excellent Recapitulation of 


the Particulars, of which I ſhall have 
occaſion to make ſome mention a- 


£ 
. 


In the Debating this Momentous 
Affair between the Upper and Lower 
Houſe, they Differ'd about ſome lit- 
tle matters in the Form of the Repre- 
ſentation, and about incerting, or 


not incerting, a Clauſe about Civil 


Affairs; and indeed about the Party 
Quarrels of the Day, which God 
knows, iz their utmoſt weight, were 
Trifles to the great Affair of Religion, 
which was the Subſtance of the 
thing then upon their Hands. 


| In thoſe Debates, however flow 
and ſoft they were before, they mw 
L 


| E 
ſo ſtiff, ſo refractory and ſour to one 
another, and ſo poſitive in their 
punctillio's, one {ide amending, and 
the other adhering, that they choſe 
rather to let the whole Work drop, 


and the Cauſe of Religion ſink in 


their Hands, as above, rather than 
yield to one another in one Point; 


o the Repreſentation was /aid by and 


never preſented, and the Convocation 
roſe, ſays à certain Author, with the 
Scandal of having done Nothing, 
tho? in a Matter of ſuch grear Impor- 
tance, | 


Theſe are the fame Sons of the 
Church of England, who can fo emi- 
nently rouze themfelves from that 
Lethargy, upon the Occaſion of the 
Biſhop of Bangor's Sermon and Book ;; 
ſo eminently more concern'd are they 


for the Intereſt of the Churches Ju- 
dicature, and the Authority of the 
_ Clergy, than they have appeared to 
be in the [Intereſt of Religion, and 
the Reformation of the whole King- 


C And 
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And that we may ſee of what Mo: © 
ment the Affair was, which they 
were then ſo happily engaged in, 
and of how much more Importance 
it was than can be pretended in the % 
preſent Diſpute, I ſhall give a View # 
of the Grievances which they then 
had to Complain oi, and ſeek Redreſs g 
for, and then we ſhall ſee, whether 
in human Reaſoning it might not 
be expected, that they had other 
| Buſineſs to do than what they have 
j been now a doing, Y 


The Miſchiefs attending the Church 
at that time are ſet down in moſt a 
moving Expreſſions by the Convo- | O 
cation themſelves; and when we a 
read the following Quotation from 
them, it will be wonder'd at by all 
the World, / not laugh'd at, that a 
Convocation of Divines of the 
Church of England, knowing that 
thoſe Evils are ſtill Unredreſs'd, and 
Encreas'd, rather than Diminiſh'd, 
by the Neglect of ſo many Years; - 
ſhoukd now ſo eminently difturb 
themſelves with, and fo ſuddenly 
take Fire at this Matter in 3 
| wit 


with the Biſhop of Bangor, leaving 
the Authors of the Errors and He- 
reſies, which they mention d, at full 
Liberty to ſap the Foundations of 
the Church, and extirpate, as much 
” as in them lies, all Sence of Reli- 
gion from among us: Let us ſee 
then in what Condition the Church 


A of England ſtood in the Year 1711. 


as it was laid down by the Con- 
vocation it ſelf, 1 ſhall take their 
own Words: 1 


x. They ſay, a Deluge of Impiety 
and Licentiouſneſs, has broke in up- 
on us, and over-ſpread this Church 
and Kingdom. 


2. That all Endeavours uſed by 
publick or private Perſons to ſtop 
the Growth of it have proved inef- 


feectual; and in the mean time, Tnfi- 
delity hath taken deep Root, and hath 
ſpread its Branches wide, and ſhot 
up to an amazing Height, Cc. 


3. That the Diſputes with Papiſts 
being ended, other Adverſaries roſe 
vp, who openly Attack'd the Fun- 
5 C-2 damental 


(12) 
damental Articles of our Faith, and 
ſcattered the Poiſon of Arianiſm and 
Socinianiſm thro? the Kingdom, 


HH 


4. The Doctrine of a Trinity of 
1 Perſons in the Unity of the Godhead 
1 was then denied and ſcoffed at; the 
| Satisfaction made for the Sins of 
Mankind by the precious Blood of 
Chrift, was renounced and exploded ; 
the ancient Creeds of the Church 
were repreſented as unwarrantable 
Impoſitions, and treated with Terms *' 
of the utmoſt Contumely and Re- 
proach. | _ 3 
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5. They at laſt proceeded ſo far, 
as even to ſet up a Religious Aſſem- 
Wy bly, where Divine Worſhip was pub- 
wal lickly performed, in a way agreeable 
to the Principles of the Unitarians, 
and Weekly Sermons were preached 
in Defence of them. =— = 


6. A Book hath been Printed, 
Wl | wherein the Arian Doctrine is avowed MI 
It and maintained; and a Promiſe is 
0 made of evincing the Truth of it, by 
1 large and elaborate Proofs in other 

ö Treatiſes 
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Treatiſes from the ſame Hand, which 
are ſoon to follow. 


7. For the Books written in an Ar- 


gumentative Way, againſt rhe Divi- 


nity of our bleſſed Lord, did in a lit- 


tle Time produce others of a worſe 


Spirit and Tendency; wherein the 
Doctrines by him revealed, were 


ſpoken of with profane. Levity and 


Contempt; his Humiliation and Suf- 
ferings were derided , his Perſon was 
blaſphemed and treated with as great 
Indignity and Scorn, as when he 
ſtood at the Judgment Seat of Pilate. 


8. TheGodhead of the Holy Spi- 
rit being firſt denied, all the Super- 
natural Operations on the Hearts of 
Men were afterwards queſtion'd, 
and the Grace of God ridicul'd ; all 
Myſteries in Religion were exploded, 


as abſurd and uſeleſs Speculations, as 


implying Contradictions and mean- 
ing nothing, and therefore as incapa . 
ble of becoming Objects of aſſent to 
reaſonable Minds. 


9. The Scheme of Morality pro- 


3 poſed by the Goſpel was undervalued, 


and 
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” A. 
and ſaid not to be beyond the Reach 
of Human Invention; the Mo/aick 
Account of the Creation, was repre- 
ſented as mere Allegory and Fable; 


the natural Immortality of the Soul | 


was oppoſed as a Vulgar and Ground- 
leſs Error, the Inſpiration of the 
Holy Writ was ſo explained, as a- 
mounted to a Denial of it. The Au- 


thority of the preſent Canon of 
Scripture, hath been repreſented as 
ſtanding upon a very precarious 


Foundation; the Spuriouſneſs of ſe- 
veral Paſſages, and ſome Books of 
it, was more than inſinuated. Prieſts 
without Diſtinction were traduced as 
Impoſers on the Credulity of Man- 
kind; villified and inſulted as the 


Filth and Off. ſcow'ring of all Things; 


and thoſe Religious Ordinances which 
they were appointed to diſpenſe, even 


the chief of them, Baptiſm and the 


Supper of the Lord, were ſpoken of 
with ſuch a Degreee of imgodly 
Mockery and Inſolent Scorn, as filld 


the Hearts of good Chriſtians with 


Horror and Aſtoniſhment; nay, Reli- 
£102 it ſelf, was, in ſome of their looſe 
Writings, ſo deſcrib'd, as if it were 

nothing 
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nothing but a melancholly Frenzy, 


and pious Enthuſiaſm. 


10. The Grounds of believing the 


Goſpel in this Age, have been repre- 
ſented as leſs firm and certain, by a 


pretended Calculation of Degrees, ac. 


cording to which, the Credibility of 


the Traditional Facts related in Scrip- 
ture, muſt every Age decreaſe. The 
Neceſſity of all Human Thoughts 
and Actions, as being mere Modes of 
Motion, and the Relults of pure 
Mechaniſm, hath been aſſerted; an 
Aſſertion which overturns the Foun- 
dation of a!l Religion, whether Na- 
tural or Inſtituted, and renders all 
Notions of Good and Evil, of Re- 
ward and Puniſhment, whether in 


this Life or the next, Groundleſs and 


It. The frquency of Oaths and 
Imprecations, the manifeſt Growth 
of Immorality and Profaneneſs, have 
= been effectually reſtraind by 
them. ; be 


24. 4. 
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132. Seldom hath greater Vigilancfe 
been uſed by the Civil Magiſtrates to 
ſecure a Religious Obſervance of the 
Lords Day, nor hath it among the 
meaner Sort proved unſucceſsful ; 
however it hath not baniſh'd Exceſs 
ll! and Luxury at ſuch times from the 
tf Tables of the Great, nor hinder'd © 
them from waſting thoſe ſacred 
Hours in Play and vain Amuſements. 


„ 13. The Exceſſes of Gaming have 
never been more general and fla- 
grant; Conſcience hath never been 
more openly proſtituted to Intereſt, 
without any regard to Cenſure. 


r 


Theſe, and very many more, were 
i the Religious Grievances of the 
Church at that time, and which 
were intended to be inſiſted on in a 
ny ſerious Repreſenration to the Queen: 
We But all theirConcern for them, would 
111 not prevail among them to lay down 
. their little private Animoſities, their 
lit. Dogmatick Adherence to triflin 
1 Pundtilioes, not yielding in the lea 
HE Point to one another; but rather 
| letting the Honour of God, and the 
| . Intereſt 
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nntereſt of his Church ſuffer, than for 
their Sakes to ſtoop to one another, 
and that e any Ti of Heart 
to them, they dropt * epreſenta- 
tion, as is already ſaid, to the eter- 
nal lafamy of the Perſons who did 
ſo, and indeed to emen of the 
whole Body. 15 

Any one that Was now. to read 
the Grief of Heart with which the 
ſame Gentlemen took into Conſide- 
ration the Biſhop of Bangor Sermon, 
would promiſe himſelf, that all theſe 
Prall Things which, they com- 

plain'd of as above, Were rectified 
— redreſs'd; otherwiſe , they wou'd 
be apt to ay, the Convocation could 
never ſpare themſelves or their Time 
for ſuch dhe as theſe. 


That any of thoſe Grievances are 
not redreſs d, is but too. maniſeſt ; 
and that the Convocation has not 
ſince given themſelves any Concern 
or Trouble about them is as evident; 
by which, whether the Lower Houſe 
be compoſed of the ſame individual 
Members or no, they entitle them- 
| D ſelves 
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ſelves to the ſame Blame. But as ſoon | 


as the Biſhop of Bangor has but 
touch'd their Diana, their Idol of 
Eccleſiaſtick Power, then they ap- 
pear with Grief of Heart, &c. to 
attack him, and proceed with all the 
Vigour and Unanimity imaginable, 
Ic is particular alſo to obſerve here, 
how when their Repreſentation a- 
gainſt Atheiſm and Infidelity came 
into Conſideration, they were ſo 
much divided, and fo difficult, that 
they could by no Means come to any 
regular Method of Agreement about 
it; but as ſoon as their Power is At- 
tack'd, they Vote their own Vindica- 
tion Nemine Contradicente 53 of ſo 
much greater [mportance to them are 
their Privileges than their Principles! 


It would rake up too much of my 
Time here, to give Inſtances from 
Hiſtory of the Indolence of our Pro- 
teſtant Eccleſiaſticks in the Caſe of 


Religion, or to enquire into any of 


the former Meaſures for redreſſing 
the Grievances of the Church; be- 
fides it would endanger my belng ex- 
poſed to the Indignation of the 

a Lower 
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Lower Houſe another Way, /. that 
being obliged to ſay, that Vice and 
Immorality, Error and Infidelity, are 
Crimes and Offences beſt kept under 
and ſuppreſt, by the good Living and 
Example of the Clergy on one Hand, 
and by ſtrong Arguments, laborious. 
Preachings, and conſtant Exhorta- 
tions of the Clergy, on the other 
Hand, working and labour ing to in- 
ſtrut and inform their People; to 
perſwade Men in Seaſon and out of 
| Seaſon, by Word and Doctrine, ra- 
ther than by co-ercive Violence and 
the Power of Magiſtracy; much 
more is it, rather ſo done, than by U- 


" 7Z furping ſuch a Power uad Authority 
s Jeſus Chriſt never gave to them, 
or intended for them, and conſe- 


* quently never has bleſt them in the 
Ude of, and I firmly believe never 
u ill; for it may be obſerved, and is 
& worth obſerving, That Perſecution 
2 and penal Laws, have never been 
# bleſsd with Succeſs to the Church of 
England, in any one Inftance they 
can give in Hiſtory ſince the Refor- 

mation: On the contrary, Hiſtory 
is full of Inſtances, and ſome of re- 
E | D 2 cent. 
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pation of his Authority thereby 
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cent Memory, when the exerting the 
uſurped Power in the Church, and 
embarking the Civil Power in Aid | 


of Eccleſiaſtick Proſecutions, * have 
over-turned both, and brought the 
Church and State alſo, into more 
Danger than any other N What- 
ever. 


- Witneſs the tate Civit Cotifoſions 
in England and Scotland, which we 
all know began in Perſecution, end- 
ed in a furious Rebellion, and at laſt 
in the Deſtruction, for a'Time, of 
the Monarchy it elf, as well as of 
the Prince who was firſt drawn into 
that Church Snare / the Clergy. 


The like Example we have in the 
latter end of the Reign of King 
Charles II. and of King James II. in 
Scotland, where the bloody Perfecu- 
tion of the Weſtern People there in 
behalf of Epiſcopacy, has been the 
Cauſe of the utter Extirpation, or at 
leaft, Suppreſſion of Epiſcopacy out 
of that Country; God himſelf ſo 
viſibly | puniſhing the horrid Uſur- 


The 


WW 


| 1 5 ( 21 9 | | 

je The Clergy, who carried on their 
1 Church Power to Blood and Mur- 
ther, embarking the Civil Magi- 

rates with them to ſuch a degree, 
that King Charles II told the Arch- 
biſhop, He would make a Butcher of 

him rather than a Ring, and that he 

woxld have no more Blood ſbed in Scot- 
land on Account of Religion. 1 fay, 

God himſelf puniſhed this Uſurpa- 
tion of Power, by delivering the Per- 

ſecutors into the Hands of the Per- 

ſecuted, and making the very Men 

who were doom'd ro Death by their 

bloody Council, and Sanguinary E- 

dis, the firſt Inſtruments to the Re- 

volution. = 


Theſe Examples I bring to Evi- 
dence what ill Succeſs theſe Uſurpa - 
tions of Chriſt's Authority, and In- 
vaſions of his Kingſhip in his Church, 
have always met with; how evident 
it 1s thas God has not bleſs'd them, 


and how likely it is that he never 
will. 


Imight alſo, with great Advan- 
tage, enter here into an Examina- 
EE tion 


* 


4 


tion of Circumſtances, and give a 9 


State of the true Ends and Views 


upon which the Clergy have always 


acted in their aſſuming the reſerv'd 
Authority of their Lord and Maſter, 
and in the unjuſt Exerciſe of it upon 
the Subjects of his Kingdom, where- 
init would appear, that however his 
Kingdom is declared not to be of this 
World, their Deſigns have manifeſtly 
been Worldly, and that they have e- 
ven openly and barefacedly pointed at 
this Corrupt End only, viz. the ob- 
taining Dominion and Power, to Lord 
it over God's Heretage, and to Tram- 


ple upon, and Tear the Flock they 


are appointed to Feed. 


But this Enquiry has too much 
Satyr in it, and muſt lead me out of 
Neceſſity to expoſing the Miſtakes of 
thoſe, whoſe Follies I rather deſire 
to prevent, and at leaſt to conceal, 


if they would but make it poſſible to 


do ſo. 


Waving therefore that Particular, 


come to the Thing it ſelf, the Re- 


port of the Convocation againſt the 
Biſhop; 


4 
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1 Biſhop ; and who can avoid noticing 
how it begins with a Jeſt, in the 
very Introduction, vis. That it is 


with Grief of Heart that they have 


| obſerved what they now repreſent; 
this we are by the Rules of Decency 


to believe, beeauſe attefled by ſo 
many Reverend Peiſons, u hoſe Sta- 
tion in the Church, places them 
high in our Eſteem, as to their 
Veracity: But it remains a Doubt 


| about what this their Grief of 


Heart is here to be underſtood, to 
be exerciſed, the ſubſequent Words, 
which are the Relative to this 


7 Anticedent, leavirg it ſomewhat 


4 dcubtſul: The Words are theſe, 
That the Right Reverend the Lord 
Biſhop of Bangor hath given Great 


and Grievous Offence z whether now 


f the Grief of Heart, which the Re- 


verend Fathers have conceived, is oc- 
caſion'd by the Latter part, viz, That 
Great and Grieyous Offence is given, 


or by the Former part, Viz, That the 


E Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 


Bangor has given it; this I ſay is left 
doubtful, and the rather, becauſe i: 


a is ſuggeſted by ſome, that many o- 


thers 


( 24 ) 


thers have ſaid the like, or very | 


much worle Things than theſe which 
the Biſhop of Bangor has ſaid ; and 
vet the Reverend Members of the 
Convocation have. not taken Offence 
thereat, nor has it been any Grief of 


Heart to them; this makes their 


Grief of Heart be ſomething both of 
a Jeſt and of a Riddle at the ſame 
time: The Jeſt, it is acknowledg d, 
is not ſo well; natur'd indeed as it 
ſhould be, for who can doubt but it 
mult Grieve them, when a Right 


Reverend Prelate of their own Church 


has undertaken to ſtrip them of the 


unjuſt Uſurpations of Chriſt's Power 
in his Church, which they have fo | 
long exerciſed, and the Sweet of 
which is too agreeable to them to 
part willingly from? On this Ac- 


count we may very well, 1 ſay, al 
low, that it is with much Grief of 
Heart that they read the Doctrines 


and Poſirions publiſhed by the Lord | 


Bithop of Bangor. 
And indeed had not this been the 


Caſe, it would have been ſomething | 
thele 
Doctrines 


ſcandalous to think that 


— — —— — 


Ss „ 

2 Dottrines and Poſitions which touch 
only themſelves, or themſelves prin- 
cipally , ſhould be ſuch Grief of 
Heart to them, who have not ſhewn 
the leaſt A fflict ion or Cdncern, much 
leſs any ſuch teſtimony of Griet at 
the amazing heighth to which the 
Growth of Impiety and Infidelity, 
and all the wickedneſs repreſented 


d, above, and which are ſtill encreaſing 
it upon them, is already come. 

11 | 

hc But ſay ſome in their Defence, 
ch Ho does it appear that the Biſhop's 
ne Sermon, which is pointed at the In- 


vaſions of Chriſt's Kingdom, affects 
the Clergy, it rather ſeems to be an 
Admonition to the Civil Power, who 


to are concern'd in the Leg ſlature and 
c- WGovernment : Dictating to them, 
al- that Chrift Jeſus being the ſole King 
of and Law-giver in his Church, they 


ſchould not uſurp, either his Royal 
Pupre macy, or his Right of Legifla- 
ture, and this being ſpoken in the 
gRoyal Audience, ſtrongly argues, or. 
gat leaſt inſinuates, that it was inten- 
Ned thus by the Biſhop. 


nes E My 
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My Anſwer to this is, that I Grant 
the Suggeſtion, and think it is a moſt 
juſt Obſervation : For the greateſt 
part of the Biſhop's Sermon , and 
elpecially that part of it which the 
Convocat*:n ſtrikes at, is evidently 
pointed at the pretended Power of 
the Government, to make Religious 
Teſts and Penal Laws to bind the 


Conſciences of Men, and to ſet up a 


Sub. Supremacy, which by the way is a 
Contradliction in it ſelf, over the 
Church of Chriſt, where he himſelf 
is the only King and Lord: And as 
this was ſpoken in the Royal Audi. 
ence, the King and ſeveral Members 
of the Legiſlature being preſent, it 
wes the moſt proper Place for ſuch a 
Subjed, and a proper Subject ſor 
ſuch a Place; and if it had not been 
to be ſo underſtood, Why was it 
Preach'd to the King and his Lords? 
If it had been pointed at the Clergy, 
it would have been either at ſome 


Occaſion, where it had been ſuitable 
to the Audience, 


But 


| F 

It But what then has made the Con- 
ſt vocation ſo officious in the Quarrel ? 
ſt | and why have they entred the Liſts | 
d with the Biſhop, upon the Encroach 
de g ments, which as his Lord ip ſcorns, 
ly are made upon the Power nd Autho- 
of | rity of Chriſt? It they have made 
us no ſuch Encroachments or Invaſions, 
1e then the Sermon, or Bock, does not 

a concern them; if they have, then it 

4 | behoves them to defend themſelves, if 
ie they can, in which 1 fear they will 
If come but ill off; and perhaps the 
as ſence of this, is the Grief of Heart 
li. to them, which they ſpeak of. For 
IS Example, 

it 3 | 
a If they have Exercis'd any Uſurp'd 
or Authority over the Conſciences of 
-n Men, if they have added any Laws 
it of their own, or of any other hu- 
min Legiſlature, to the Laws of 
„ Chriſt, if they have impoſed their 
ne Interpretation upon any of Chriſt's 
Laus abſolutely upon the Conſciences 
Jof the People, or Exerted a Power of 
Rewards or Puniſhments to enforce 
things reſpecting the Conſciences of 
Men and their Eternal Salvation, if 
5 E 2 they 
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they have Exacted Conformity to | 
their Laws by the Power of the Civil 
Sanctions, or impoſed Terms of Com. | 


munion that the Conſciences of others 


cannot Conform to, and ſhut out Be- 


living Chriſtians who are the proper 


Subjects of Chriſt's Kingdom, in a 
Word, if the Clergy have Exerciſed 
any judicial Authority in Religious | 


Affairs, which by they ConRicution 
of the Kingdom of Chriſt is not Com- 


mitted to them; then indeed the Coat 
fits them, the Sermon is to them, and 8 
let them wear It, let them take i it 


ſo. 


I 


But if they pretend to be innocent, 


it, was then the moſt ridiculous thing 


in the World to take it.to themſelves, 
and to meddle at all with it; as to 


the Regal Sapremacy, which they com- 
plain is Impeach'd, it was properly 


the buſinets of the Regal Authority to 1 
have reſented it if it was fo, and 
they had much better have let it # 
alone than have meddled with it; 
ſceing the Government, ever 1055 
the Revolution, when the Oath of 


* Was Abrogated, have leſt 


it 


EE. 
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it juſt where they found it; Dil. 


charg'd the Subjects from the Recog- 
nition of it, which they were he fore 
oblig'd to by that Oath, and left every 
one to believe about it as they ſee fit; 
which in a Word, is juſt the ſame 
thing which the Biſhop himſelf pro- 

poſes, and nothing elſe. 

It ſeems to be another piece of ab- 
ſurdity in this Report of the Commit- 
tee, for it is not yet arriv'd to the ma- 
turity of a Repreſentation, v/z. That 
they ſhould aflert the Biſhop's Do- 
&rine to be a ſubverſion of all Go- 
vernment and Diſcipline in the 
Church, and to have a tendency to 
reduce the Kingdom of Chrift to a 
ftate of Anarchy and Confuſion, Where- 
as others affirm, that the Biſhop really 
confines himſelf to that abſolute Au- 
thority and Government only which 
relates to Conſcience and eternal 
Salvation, and which his Lordſhip 4f. 
firms Chriſt has not Commirted to 
any Human Power whatſoever; and 
that he meddles with no other. 

No if fo, Why ſhould theſe Gen- 


_ tlemen be ſo agrieved at this, and 


how can they ſay that this ſubverts 
= all 
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all Government and Diſcipline in the 
Church, unleſs they would have it 
taken for granted, either that there 
is no Government Exerciſed in the 
Church but what reſpects the Con- 
ſciences and Eternal Salvation of the 
People; or that there is no Govern- 
ment Exerciſed by them in the 
Church of Chrift but what is uſurp'd, 
and is an Invaſion of the -Kingſhip 
and Authority of Chriſt Jeſus. Nei- 
ther of which I ſuppoſe they will be 
willing we ſhould ſuppaſe. _ 

On the other hand, it is evident, 
if they have uſurp'd no Authority 
which Chrift has not committed to 
them, if they have aſſumed no Power 
of making Laws, or of adding to the 
Laws already made, or impoſing 
their interpretation of Chrift's Laws 
upon the Conſciences of the People, 
in a manner as Chriſt has not em- 
powerd them to do, then they are 
no way concern'd in what the Biſhop 
has (aid, nor had they any occafion to 
have any Grief of Heart about it. 

But alas! it is to be feared this is 
not their Ciſe; for they have impdo - 
ſed Religious Yoke; and Chains * 
the 
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the People, which Chriſt never im- 
powerd them to impoſe , they have 
Erected Religious Judicatories which 
Chriſt never gave them Commiſſion 
to Erect; and Clothed themſelves 
with Authorities which they have no 
Patent from kim for; and if the Le: 
gallity of theſe Things is overthrowa, 
if, they are expos'd. to the World for 
them, and they are in Danger of be- 
ing oblig d to ſtrip, and diveſt them. 
ſelves of thoſe Emolluments and Im. 
munitics, no wonder this is a Grief 
ef Heart to them, 

To deſcend to the particular Caſe, 
which it is evident the Biſhop points 
at, vi. the Perſecuting Laws which 
ere in Force at this Time againſt our 
Brethren who ſeperate from us, and 
are called in general, Diſſe ters: How- 
ever thoſe People may be Deceiv'd 
and Miſtaken, yet it is evident by 
the Biſhop's Doctrine, That the 
Scripture does not Direct us to believe 
that Teſus Chriſt, whoſe Kingdom is 
his Church, and whoſe Rewards and 
Puniſhments are ot of this World, 
has given any Authority either to the 
Eccleſiaſtick or Civil Judicature, to 

take 
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take Cognifance of their ſaid Miſtakes, 
as they are: acts of Conſcience, or to 
make any Laws to direct Rewards, or 


inflict Puniſhments, to force their 
ſaid Conſciences, or any way to Per- 
ſecute them on their meerly Conſci- 
entious Difference, however we may 


believe them to be Miſtakes. 


And this indeed ſeems to be the 
Sum of the Queſtion: If it is the 
Opinion of the Convocation, or of 
any other of their Divines, That un- 
leſs this perſecuting Power is preſerv'd 
to them, there is then no Authority 
at all left in the Church, the Scandal 
is to themſe lves; for all the Chriſtians 
that I have Convers'd with on this 
Head think otherwiſe, and think that 


what the Biſhop has advanc'd may be 


all True, and yet the Church have 
left to Her all the Authority that our 


Bleſſed Saviour, who is Her King and 


Sovereign, thought proper and ſuffi- 


cient to place there: And this I ſhall 


farther Evince as Occaſion offers: 


FINIS. 
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